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NG23 5QX 
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
Allocations & Development Management 

Additional Sites Consultation Paper, March 2012  

Comments on Additional Site 4 - Land at Crew Lane/ Fiskerton Road. 
 
Southwell Civic Society agrees with some of the reasons for NSDC’s rejection of the whole of 
Additional Site 4 for development, but the Society believes that the northern part of the site 
should be developed. 
 
Reasons for rejection of Additional Site 4 proposal: 
 

a) The Civic Society believes that the site should be assessed solely on its generic merit 
and not on a submission which is more appropriate to a full planning application. 

 
b) The employment benefits claimed in the proposal are misleading. The only employment 

development envisaged for the site is a veterinary surgery for small animals with an 
associated hospital facility. The equine hospital is proposed to be located on a separate 
site at Brackenhurst College and the jockey teaching and training facilities are 
anticipated to be located at the racecourse. Therefore these should not be part of the 
consideration for Alternative Site 4. 
 

c) Development of the southern part of the site rising to Fiskerton Road would have an 
unacceptable landscape impact. However, Southwell Civic Society has already 
proposed housing development on the north-western part of this site, avoiding the most 
sensitive area. This proposal, shown on the map sent with the Society’s response to the 
previous stage of consultation in November 2011 is submitted again. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.southwellcivicsociety.com/


Southwell Civic Society - Continuation 

 

Website: www.southwellcivicsociety.com                 Registered Charity No.501273                    

Reasons for Southwell Civic Society proposal for Land on Crew Lane: 
 

a) Consideration should be given to the proposal from the Civic Society for the change in 
designation of Site So/E/2 to housing to link with So/As/3 and the existing housing in 
Easthorpe. The area lost to employment from this change could be recouped by 
extending So/E/1 eastwards between Crew Lane and the old railway line. This would 
allow for incremental growth of separate housing and employment land use in the area. 

 
b) It is evident from a site visit that neither sites So/E/1 or So/E/2, nor their extension 

eastwards, as proposed by the Civic Society, would impact on the views towards, or 
from, the Workhouse. Assurance that these sites will continue to be screened could be 
given by protecting, and perhaps improving, the existing trees and hedges along the old 
railway line in the manner proposed for sites So/Ho/2 and So/Ho/4. The same provision 
could be made at the proposed limit to building on the land running up towards 
Fiskerton Road if there are concerns about visibility from the southwest. 

 
c) Access problems for the Civic Society proposal would be much less than perceived for 

the whole of Additional Site 4, and could be overcome. 
 
Given the above, it can be demonstrated that development of that part of Additional Site 4 
proposed by the Civic Society, and shown on the previously submitted map, can meet criteria 
1, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 of Core Strategy Spatial Policy 9. The site also meets criteria 2 and 3 in that 
it is close to a local petrol station/general store, public house etc. It is also within walking 
distance of public transport, the provision of which could be enhanced by minor route change. 
The site has drainage problems adjacent to the old railway line but these can be overcome to 
meet criterion 9 by employing the same techniques used to enable the present employment 
facilities to be built on adjacent land. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Peter Somerville 
Hon Secretary, Southwell Civic Society 
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